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References:    
45 C.F.R. § 98.31; 
1002.82(2)(b), F.S. 
 
DEL-SR20 School Readiness Provider Contract 

  
Purpose: 
This policy ensures the Coalition inform parents about a parent’s right to choose from 
a variety of legally operating child care categories. Additionally, parents are informed 
of their right to unlimited access to his or her child during normal hours of provider 
operation and whenever the child is in the provider’s care. 
 
Background:  
Parents of children in the School Readiness program have the right to choose from a 
variety of legally operating child care providers. The Early Learning Coalition 
contracts with over 300 licensed and legally operating providers from a variety of 
provider types. The Coalition monitors providers for program compliance and quality 
standards. Additionally, the Coalition partners with Child Care Licensing to ensure 
providers meet health and safety standards. Providers must comply with the terms of 
the Statewide School Readiness Provider Contract (DELSR20). 
 

Policy 
 

I. Parent Choice 
 

A. The parent or parents of an eligible child who receives or is offered 
child care services shall be offered a choice:  

a. To enroll the child with an eligible child care provider that has a 
grant or contract for the provision of such services, if such 
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services are available; or  
b. To receive a child care certificate as defined in § 98.2. Such 

choice shall be offered any time that child care services are 
made available to a parent.  

B. Parents may choose from a list of legally operating child care programs or 
school- based child care programs who have signed a Provider Contract with 
the local Coalition and meet health and safety requirements. None of the 
categories may limit or exclude a faith-based provider’s care and curriculum. 
Provider categories include: 
 

1.  Licensed child care centers 
 

2.  License-exempt faith-based child care centers 
 

3.  Licensed Family Child Care Homes 
4.  Public Schools 

 
5.  Non-Public schools 

  
6.  Informal care (Relative and In-home care) 

 
C. When a parent elects to enroll the child with a provider that has a grant 

or contract for the provision of child care services, the child will be 
enrolled with the provider selected by the parent to the maximum 
extent practicable.  

 
D. Legally operating child care centers and family child care homes are listed on 

the DCF  website  at:  www.myflorida.com/childcare.    Public  and  Non-Public  
schools offering Pre-K or Afterschool programs, should be listed on the 
Department of Education website at www.fldoe.org.   In addition, CCR&R 
maintains a comprehensive list of child care programs. 
 

E. Family Service Specialists must ensure that the child care provider chosen by 
the parent is one who is authorized by Coalition guidelines to accept SR 
children. 
 

II. Parent Access 
 

A. Section 45CFR98.31 of the Code of Federal Regulations require that 
―parents have unlimited access to their children, and to the child care 
providers caring for their children, during normal hours of operation and 
whenever the children are in the care of the provider. 

B.  Parents must be advised of their right to access their children at all times, 
either in person, by telephone or by signing the Terms and Conditions in 
their Family Portal. 

C. Child Care Providers are notified of this requirement through the Statewide 
School Readiness Provider Contract. 

http://www.myflorida.com/childcare
http://www.fldoe.org/

