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OF PINELLAS COUNTY

Policy: School Readiness Eligibility and Enrollment Priorities
ELCPC-60.11

Coalition Plan: Effective: July 10, 2026 Reviewed: July 2026

Il.B.

References: Ch.1002.81, Florida Statutes and Ch. 1002.87, Florida Statutes

Purpose: To establish service categories and waitlist priorities for School
Readiness scholarship recipients.

Background: School Readiness child care funding is available to
eligible families to assist them in obtaining affordable, high-quality
child care. School Readiness child eligibility is determined in
accordance with s. 1002.87 and 1002.81, F.S. These local eligibility
priorities have been established based on the Community Needs
Assessment.

Policy:

New Placements

Referral/Non-Waitlist Priority Service Categories

Non-Waitlist Priority | Eligibility Category

1. A child younger than 13 years of age from a family that includes
a parent who is receiving Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) and subject to the federal work requirements or
a parent who has an Intensive service Account or an Individual
Training Account.

2 Children under 9 years of age and
are defined as:

At-Risk - Diversion

At-Risk - Homeless

At-Risk - Domestic Violence
At-Risk - Protective Services
At-Risk - Foster Care

At-Risk - Out of Home Placement
At-Risk - Relative Care Giver
At-Risk - Protective Investigations
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Waitlist Priority Service Categories

Waitlist
Priority

Eligibility Category

3

Children 9 to 13 years of age and are defined as:

e At-Risk - Diversion

e At-Risk - Homeless

e At-Risk - Domestic Violence

e At-Risk - Protective Services

e At-Risk - Foster Care

e At-Risk - Out of Home Placement

e At-Risk - Relative Care Giver

e At-Risk - Protective Investigations
At-Risk — Guardianship Assistance Program (GAP)
An at-risk child whose sibling is enrolled in the school readiness program
within an eligibility priority category 2 shall be given priority over other
children who are eligible under this paragraph.

4N

Economically Disadvantaged

Children Ages birth-to-5 prior to kindergarten eligibility.

Additionally, the school-age siblings of children enrolled from this priority
may also be enrolled until the beginning of the school year in which the
sibling is eligible to begin 6th grade.

4B’

Economically Disadvantaged
TANF Child Only
Ages birth-to-5 prior to kindergarten eligibility.

"Contingent upon the availability of funds, priority within Priority 4 will be
given to eligible families: Rolling from:

e JWB SR+

e DEL School Readiness Plus and becomes ineligible

e Teenage Parent Program
Participating in:

e VPKWrap

e Camelot Independent Living Program (ILP) or

e Ready for Life

o JWB Family Services Initiative- PEMHS System Navigation (Limit 10)

Transitional Child Care (TCC) or Education/Training (TCC/TEd)
ages birth to 5 prior to kindergarten eligibility.

Economically Disadvantaged Children
TANF Child Only
Ages 5 to younger than 13 years

Transitional Child Care (TCC) or Education/Training (TCC/TEd) 5
(kindergarten eligible) to younger than 13 years.
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8 Children with special needs who are found eligible because they require
accommodations beyond what the Americans with Disabilities Act requires.
Their needs and the required accommodations must be confirmed by a
licensed health care provider, licensed mental health professional, or an
educational psychologist. This person cannot be the child's parent, a
relative, or anyone employed by the child care provider.

9 Children eligible under Priority 1-4 but who are also enrolled
concurrently in Head Start and Voluntary PreKindergarten

Il Rollovers
a. The status of rollovers between priority groups and funding categories
will be determined by the CEO based on availability of funds according
to monthly utilization reviews.

Il Break in Care
a. Foster children moving from one foster family placement to another
with a break in care no greater than 10 days will not be considered a
new placement. This action will not constitute a ‘break in care'.
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