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A  M O N T H L Y  D I V E  I N T O  T H E  C L A S S  D I M E N S I O N S

WHAT IS CLASSy Corner?
The Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) is an observation instrument developed to assess effective
educator–child interactions in infant, toddler, and preschool classrooms. 
Quality across education settings tends to be defined by structural and process variables. CLASS assesses quality
teacher-child interactions within those variables. 
The CLASSy Corner is a monthly guide that shares some simple yet effective strategies and real-world examples
for enhancing classroom quality, boosting CLASS scores, and positively impacting child outcomes. 

POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE CLIMATEPOSITIVE AND NEGATIVE CLIMATEPOSITIVE AND NEGATIVE CLIMATE
Provide verbal and physical affection- compliments, hugs, and high fives go a long way.
Communicate intent by tellng children what you are going to do before you do it. “I’m going to scoot your chair over here.” 
Use a warm/calm voice and gentle approach
Encourage peer connections
match enthusiasim
Have social conversations
Form relationships and make time for each child

TIPS AND TRICKS

Educators and children express little relational negativity verbally or nonverbally. Educators and children rarely display irritability,
anger, or disrespect towards others. Educators do not enact threats or severe punishment that cause disruptions to 
relationshipsin the learning setting. 
The indicators of negative climate are 

expressed negativity
punitive control
disrespect
severe negativity. 

Common behavior markers within these indicators include irritability, anger, disconnected or escalating 
negativity, peer negativity, threats, physical control, punishment, shaming or criticizing, stereotyping or 
discriminating, humiliation, bullying, physical punishment or aggression. 

Points to consider: 
Negative climate is not the absence of positive climate, but rather the presence of expressed negative behaviors, learning
settings can demonstrate a lack of positive climate without evidence of negative climate. 
Assessors understand that negative feelings, conflicts and disagreements are normal in relationships and these feelings may
arise between educators, children, and peers. In learning settings with little negative climate, these negative feelings are
regulated to prevent disruption or harm to relationships in the learning setting and conflicts are brief and resolved in a
respectful manner.
Examples of severe negativity are rare. If an observer scores this dimension in the high range this is an indication of frequent,
pervasive, and severe negativity- including bullying and/or physical punishment or aggression. 

NEGATIVE CLIMATE (ALL AGE LEVELS)
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QUESTION

EXAMPLES OF PRE-K POSITIVE CLIMATE

The Dimension of positive climate Assesses how educators foster connections and a sense of belonging between adults 
and children, among peers, and as a classroom community. Verbal and nonverbal communications between educators 
and children and among children convey warmth, respect, and collaboration. The educators interactions enhance each 
child's enjoyment of the learning setting and their experience of it as a caring community. 

the indicators of positive climate are 
relationships
enjoyment
positive communication
respect

Common behavioral markers within these indicators include. Emotional connection, Group or community orientation,
Collaborative activities, Social conversation, Content appearance, Smiling and laughter, Enthusiasm, Verbal and physical
affection, Positive expectations, warm voice, respectful communication, cooperation or sharing, and communication of intent. 

As children enter the classroom in the morning one child comes in crying. The educator walks over to her and says “Good
Morning Ellie, I’m so glad you are back. I missed you.” the child smiles, wipes her eyes and goes in for a hug. The two
share a warm hug and the child says “I love you, Ms. Melina.” the educator says “I love you too. Are you ready to wash
hands so you can join Lily on the carpet? She’s been missing you too!” The child smiles at the other girl on the carpet and
goes to the sink. 

 
Several children are using markers in art area. A girl at the table says “My blue is all dried out.” The boy next to her says
“My blue still works, you can borrow it. I don't mind sharing.” the girl replies “Thank you, Asher, I'll give it right back.” And
then takes the marker from her peer. 

PRE-K POSITIVE CLIMATE

EXAMPLES OF INFANT RELATIONAL CLIMATE
Ms. Elena is changing diapers. Another educator is sitting on the floor with several of the infants playing and notices that one
of the infants noses is running. She lets the educator changing diapers know that the child should be the next one so they
can take care of cleaning her up and then turns to the infant and says “Ms. Elena is going to pick you up and change your
diaper and wipe that nose.” as Ms. Elena comes over to pick up the child. 

The educator is sitting on the floor with several infants who are playing with various musical instruments. One of the infants begins
laughing while shaking a maraca. The educator giggles with the infant and says “you like that sound, huh?” The infant holds out the
maraca for her , and the educator takes it and says, “oh, is it my turn to shake, thank you!”

INFANT RELATIONAL CLIMATE
The dimension of relational climate reflects the connections, emotions, and respect conveyed by teachers as well as the
infants' responses to these interactions. 

The indicators of relational climate are: 
relational behaviors
emotional expression 
respect for infants state
lack of adult negativity

 Common behavioral markers within these indicators include proximity, eye contact, joint attention, affection, smiling and
laughing, enthusiasm, calm voice and gentle approach, communication of intentions, transitions or changes, respectful
language, lack of irritation and frustration, lack of verbal harshness or rough handling, and lack of negative comments. 

The Dimension of positive climate reflects the connection between the teacher and children and the warmth, respect, 
and enjoyment communicated by verbal and nonverbal interactions. 
 
The indicators of positive climate are 

relationships
positive affect
respect

Common behavioral markers within these indicators include physical proximity, matched positive effect, reciprocal
interactions, peer connections, smiling and laughter, enthusiasm, verbal or physical affection, warm, calm, voice, respectful
language and communication, eye contact, and body orientation. 

EXAMPLES OF TODDLER POSITIVE CLIMATE
The educator is reading a book at the carpet and several of the children laugh when one of the characters does
something funny. The educator laughs along with them and says ‘Oh, that elephant is a funny guy!”

As the children finish eating breakfast, several of them get up from the table and carry their empty plates to the garbage.
The educator notices and says.” James, Damien, and Kaylee. Thank you for taking your plates to the trash can, please
don't forget your napkins.”

TODDLER POSITIVE CLIMATE
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