
CLASSy Corner

The Classroom Assessment Scoring
System (CLASS) is an observation
instrument developed to assess
effective educator–child interactions in
infant, toddler, and preschool
classrooms. Quality across education
settings tends to be defined by
structural and process variables.
CLASS assesses quality teacher-child
interactions within those variables. 

The CLASSy Corner is a monthly guide
that shares some simple yet effective
strategies for enhancing classroom
quality, boosting CLASS scores, and
positively impacting child outcomes.
Each month we examine a dimension
of the CLASS tool, break down what it
measures, and provide real-world
examples of what the dimension might
look like in a high-quality setting. 

A  M O N T H L Y  D I V E  I N T O  T H E  C L A S S  D I M E N S I O N S

E L C P  P R O G R A M  A S S E S S M E N T  T E A M ’ S  

What is CLASSy
Corner?

Facilitation and Concept Development
Infant Facilitated Exploration
Facilitated exploration considers
teachers’ facilitation of experiences
and interactions in routine care and
playtime to support infants’
engagement and development. 
The indicators of Facilitated
exploration are: 

Involvement 
infant focused 
expansion of infants Experience 

Common behavioral markers within
these indicators include: Initiating
interactions, joining in experiences,
Mirroring behavior., following infants
leads. And allowing infants choice,
supporting exploration, encouraging
behavior, varying intonation, and
adjusting experiences. 

Examples:   
Infant is looking at a book: Sit down
and “read” it together. 
Infant points to another area: “Oh,
are you interested in what Aria and
Rico are doing? Here let’s go see.”
Then help them move to the area. 
Infant shaking a rattle: Say; “Can
you shake it up high? Or can you
shake it slowly? You can also
demonstrate. 

nfant shaking a rattle: Say; “Can you
shake it up high? Or can you shake it
slowly? You can al

Toddler Facilitation of Learning
and Development
This dimension considers how well the
teacher facilitates activities to support
children’s learning and developmental
opportunities and how the teacher
connects and integrates learning into
activities and tasks. 

cont. on next page



      

Toddler Facilitation of Learning
and Development cont. 
The indicators of Facilitation of
learning and development are: 

Active facilitation 
Expansion of cognition 
 Children’s engagement. 

Common behavior markers within
these indicators include: Teachers
providing. Opportunities for children to
explore, teachers guiding exploration,
Teacher involvement in the children's
activities, how teachers provide an
embedded information and relate
information to children's lives and
experiences, as well as how teachers
integrate concepts across tasks. Other
behavior markers in this dimension
include how the teacher involves
children's whole bodies and learning
by use of manipulating materials and
verbal and physical engagement. 
 Examples:  

Get involved with their activities, as
they play, ask questions, provide
additional opportunities for them.  
 Build upon what they are doing.
Such as during Dinosaur play, ask,
“What do dinosaurs eat?”  
Apply concepts to the real world. If
children are flying an airplane
around; ask “have you ever been
on an airplane?” “What was it like to
be on the airplane?” 

 

opportunities rather than in rote 
ways that focus only on 
memorization or recall of 
information. Educators help children
create meaning by linking new
concepts and content to prior
knowledge and ensuring it is
connected to their lived experiences.
The indicators of concept
development are: 

Analysis and reasoning 
Creativity 
Integration 

Common behavioral markers within
these indicators include: Effective Why
or how questions, Problem solving,
prediction or experimentation,
classification or comparison,
evaluation or synthesis, open-ended
activities and play, brainstorming,
planning, producing, eliciting prior
knowledge, connecting to broader
concepts, and building on previous
knowledge and experience. 
Examples:   

How did you make this block tower
so tall? (reasoning – how/why)   
 What could you add to make your
tower less wobbly, so it doesn’t fall
over? (reasoning – problem
solving)  
What would happen if you added
this triangle block under this
square block? (experimentation,
prediction) 

Interested in 
Learning More?

Join CLASSy Conversations 

 These live, virtual sessions led
by certified assessors will delve
into crucial dimensions of
CLASS, offering practical
strategies to elevate scores.
Engage in insightful discussions
and participate in a Q&A to
deepen your understanding.

CLASSy Conversations
compliments CLASSy Corner,
our monthly feature in the
Coalition’s newsletter,
reinforcing our commitment to
continuous improvement.

Click the link below or scan the
QR Code to join the session.
Registration is not required! 

    Join CLASSy Conversations

Pre-K Concept Development
Educators use instructional strategies
and activities that help children learn
about and understand concepts and
content. Educators facilitate learning
opportunities that support children’s
development of thinking skills and
creativity. Factual information is taught
in the context of these learning . 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81897940037#success

