
CLASSy Corner

The Classroom Assessment Scoring
System (CLASS) is an observation
instrument developed to assess
effective educator–child interactions in
infant, toddler, and preschool
classrooms. Quality across education
settings tends to be defined by
structural and process variables.
CLASS assesses quality teacher-child
interactions within those variables. 

The CLASSy Corner is a monthly guide
that shares some simple yet effective
strategies for enhancing classroom
quality, boosting CLASS scores, and
positively impacting child outcomes.
Each month we examine a dimension
of the CLASS tool, break down what it
measures, and provide real-world
examples of what the dimension might
look like in a high-quality setting. 
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What is CLASSy
Corner?

Quality of Feedback
Toddler Quality of Feedback
Quality of Feedback assesses the
degree to which the teacher provides
feedback (in response to what children
say and/or do) that promotes learning
and understanding and expands
children’s participation.  
The Indicators of Quality of Feedback
are: 

Scaffolding
Providing information
 Encouragement and affirmation. 

Common behavioral markers within
these indicators include: Hints,
Prompting thought processes,
Clarification of concepts or task,
Expansion and elaboration,
Individualized feedback, and Specific
feedback.
Examples:  

As children are involved in a
planting activity, the teacher asks
them why 

 they are running to get the water
pails. When they respond that they
need water, the teacher follows up
by asking why plants need water.
This type of questioning helps
children in the classroom begin to
understand plants and how they
grow. 
A child is working on a puzzle at
the table and is repeatedly putting
the puzzle piece upside down. The
teacher comes and says, “How
about we turn it this way” and sets
the puzzle piece next to the puzzle
in the correct position. Then tells
the child “Now try putting the
puzzle piece in.” The child puts the
piece in correctly. This type of
assistance is called scaffolding. 



      

Pre-K Quality of Feedback
Pre-K Quality of Feedback Assesses
the degree to which the teacher
provides feedback that expands
learning and understanding and
encourages continued participation. 
The Indicators of Quality of Feedback
are:

 Scaffolding
Feedback loops
Prompting thought processes
Providing information
Encouragement and affirmation 

Common behavioral markers within
these indicators include: Hints,
Assistance, Back-and-forth exchanges,
Ask students to explain their thinking,
Queries responses and actions,
Expansion, Specific feedback, and
Reinforcement 

Examples:   
During a small-group lesson in
which students are sorting foods, a
student puts a banana in the fruit
bin. The teacher then says, “Ah, I
see you put the banana in the fruit
bin. You’re right, the banana is a
fruit just like an orange and a pear
because they are sweet and
fleshy.” 
During circle time, a child is
helping with the calendar and
weather report. The child
incorrectly says “It's been more
sunny than cloudy”. The teacher
replies, “Let’s look at the chart
again. Let’s count the number of
cloudy days together.” As they’re
counting, the child gets stuck on
the number that comes after eight, 

Interested in 
Learning More?

Join CLASSy Conversations 

 These live, virtual sessions led
by certified assessors will delve
into crucial dimensions of
CLASS, offering practical
strategies to elevate scores.
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so the teacher goes “Eight, niiii-”
and then the child shouts “Nine”
Then the teacher asks, “Now that
we counted nine cloudy days, have
there been more sunny or cloudy
days?” The child says “Cloudy.” The
teacher tells him that his answer
was correct, and he did a great job
counting. This interaction shows
how the teacher helped and
encouraged the child to persist
through an activity.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81897940037#success

