
CLASSy Corner

The Classroom Assessment Scoring
System (CLASS) is an observation
instrument developed to assess
effective educator–child interactions in
infant, toddler, and preschool
classrooms. Quality across education
settings tends to be defined by
structural and process variables.
CLASS assesses quality teacher-child
interactions within those variables. 

The CLASSy Corner is a monthly guide
that shares some simple yet effective
strategies for enhancing classroom
quality, boosting CLASS scores, and
positively impacting child outcomes.
Each month we examine a dimension
of the CLASS tool, break down what it
measures, and provide real-world
examples of what the dimension might
look like in a high-quality setting. 
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What is CLASSy
Corner?

Instructional Learning Formats
Pre-K
The dimension of Instructional learning
formats falls under the Classroom
Organization domain. This domain
assesses educators’ support of
children’s behavior, time, and
engagement in the learning setting.

Instructional Learning Formats focuses
on how educators facilitate children’s
activities in ways that enhance their
engagement. Educators balance
facilitation with moments of
observation as children engage in
independent or peer play or work.
Educators support children's general
engagement and enhance their focus
on specific learning objectives within
activities. Through these efforts,
children remain deeply engaged in
work and play, as demonstrated by
their active participation and focused
attention. 

Indicators and Behavior Markers of
Instructional Learning Formats:

Effective Facilitation
Educator engagement
Expanding children’s involvement
Balanced involvement

Variation in Approach
Variety of strategies
Range of modalities and
opportunities
Hands-on or participatory
opportunities 

Child Interest
Active participation
Listening
Focused attention

Clarity of Learning Objectives
Materials and/or activities that
support learning goals
Questions remain focused
Previews, summaries, or
reorientation statements

 



      

Interested in 
Learning More?

Join CLASSy Conversations 

 These live, virtual sessions led
by certified assessors will delve
into crucial dimensions of
CLASS, offering practical
strategies to elevate scores.
Engage in insightful discussions
and participate in a Q&A to
deepen your understanding.

CLASSy Conversations
compliments CLASSy Corner,
our monthly feature in the
Coalition’s newsletter,
reinforcing our commitment to
continuous improvement.

Click the link below or scan the
QR Code to join the session.
Registration is not required! 

    Join CLASSy Conversations

Examples:
Before students choose their centers,
you explain what the children will be
learning about in that center. “At the
water table today, we have some new
materials; you can use the new items to
test which ones sink in the water or float
in the water.” 
Ask focus questions during your
involvement with students. “Did that one
sink or float?” “Do you think this one will
float? Why?” “Let's see what happens
when I drop this in; before I do, what do
you think will happen?” 
Provide summary and/or reorientation
statements - “You did an experiment to
see which items float, and which items
sink.” Prompt the child to tell you their
results and allow time for them to think
and respond.  

Tips and Reminders:
Instructional Learning Formats only
considers how educators focus children’s
attention on learning objectives. The
quality and developmental level of
learning objectives is considered under
the dimensions of the Instructional
Support domain.
When children are disengaged and
display challenging behaviors the
disengagement is captured under
Instructional Learning Formats and the
behaviors as well as the educator’s
response to those behaviors is captured
under the Behavior Management
dimension. 
Children can have focused attention
while still moving their bodies. Some
children may even focus better when
they are allowed to wiggle and fidget.
Observers look for a variety of signs
children are focused including the ability
to answer content-related questions. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81897940037#success

