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Facilitated Exploration

Infant Facilitated Exploration
The dimension of Facilitated Exploration

considers teachers' facilitation of
experiences and interactions in routine
care and playtime to support infants’
engagement and development. It
assesses how teachers play and explore
with infants, and follow their intrests to
build on and create learning
opportunities. Infants need to be
interested and engaged to learn new
things. When you follow their interests,
you encourage learning through

exploration.
Indicators and Behavior Markers

of Facilitated Exploration:

¢ Involvement
o |Initiate interactions
o Join in experiences
o Mirror behavior

¢ Infant Focused
o Follow infants' leads
o Allow infants choice
o Support exploration

e Expansion of infants' experience

o Encourage behavior
o Vary intonation
o Adjust experience

Examples of Facilitated Exploration:
¢ Give infants opportunities to explore.

When washing infants' hands after
changing their diaper, talk to them
about how the water feels, let them
play for a few moments to explore the
feeling.

Let infants choose books and allow
them to flip the pages in the book.
Vary the intonation in your voice as

you read the story. When you see

they are no longer interested, let them
choose a new activity

When you see an infant with a shaker
toy, grab one for yourself. Show them
how to shake it and talk about the
noise it makes. Show them other ways
to move the toy to get it to make
noise.

What is CLASSy
Corner?

The Classroom Assessment Scoring

System (CLASS) is an observation
instrument developed to assess
effective educator-child interactions in
infant, toddler, and preschool
classrooms. Quality across education
settings tends to be defined by
structural and process variables.
CLASS assesses quality teacher-child
interactions within those variables.

The CLASSy Corner is a monthly guide
that shares some simple yet effective
strategies for enhancing classroom
quality, boosting CLASS scores, and
positively impacting child outcomes.
Each month we examine a dimension
of the CLASS tool, break down what it
measures, and provide real-world
examples of what the dimension might
look like in a high-quality setting.



Tips and Reminders:

Pay attention to what infants are interested in and follow that lead,
choose activities that match children's preferences and encourage
exploration

Adjust activities and experiences to support infants continued
involvement and extend their development

Play with and talk to infants during playtime and routines

Give infants opportunities to safely explore the classroom and the
things that interest them

Encouraging infants to persist in experiences through verbal
encouragement and enthusiasm keeps them interested

Interested in
Learning More?

Join CLASSy Conversations

These live, virtual sessions led
by certified assessors will delve
into crucial dimensions of
CLASS, offering practical
strategies to elevate scores.
Engage in insightful discussions
and participate in a Q&A to
deepen your understanding.

CLASSy Conversations
compliments CLASSy Corner,
our monthly feature in the
Coalition's newsletter,
reinforcing our commitment to

continuous improvement.

Click the link below or scan the
QR Code to join the session.
Registration is not required!

Join CLASSy Conversations


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81897940037#success
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