
CLASSy Corner

The Classroom Assessment Scoring
System (CLASS) is an observation
instrument developed to assess
effective educator–child interactions in
infant, toddler, and preschool
classrooms. Quality across education
settings tends to be defined by
structural and process variables.
CLASS assesses quality teacher-child
interactions within those variables. 

The CLASSy Corner is a monthly guide
that shares some simple yet effective
strategies for enhancing classroom
quality, boosting CLASS scores, and
positively impacting child outcomes.
Each month we examine a dimension
of the CLASS tool, break down what it
measures, and provide real-world
examples of what the dimension might
look like in a high-quality setting. 

A  M O N T H L Y  D I V E  I N T O  T H E  C L A S S  D I M E N S I O N S

E L C P  P R O G R A M  A S S E S S M E N T  T E A M ’ S  

What is CLASSy
Corner?

Quality of Feedback

Indicators and Behavior Markers 
of Quality of Feedback:

 Scaffolding
offering hints
verbal or physical assistance
prompting thought process

Providing Information
clarification of concepts or tasks
expansions and elaboration

Encouragement and Affirmation
 individualized feedback
specific feedback
recognition of effort or
accomplishment.

 

Examples of Quality of Feedback:
On their way to the sink, the educator
and children talk about why it’s
important to wash their hands before
they eat lunch. As the educator
watches the children wash their hands
she can provide hints, “ did you wash
top, bottom and in between.” or
provide hand over hand support as
children learn to rub hands together.
When the child is done, she affirms
their accomplishment by stating, “You
did it, you washed all the germs away
by yourself, your hand are clean, and
now you are ready to eat!” 
Sara puts the cow puzzle piece in the
correct spot on the puzzle board; her
teacher asks, "How did you know the
cow went there? Do you think you can
find where the sheep goes?"

Toddler Quality of Feedback
  The dimension of Quality of Feedback
assesses the degree to which the
educator provides feedback (in response
to what children say and/or do) that
promotes learning and understanding and
expands children’s participation. 



      

Interested in 
Learning More?

Join CLASSy Conversations 

 These live, virtual sessions led
by certified assessors will delve
into crucial dimensions of
CLASS, offering practical
strategies to elevate scores.
Engage in insightful discussions
and participate in a Q&A to
deepen your understanding.

CLASSy Conversations
compliments CLASSy Corner,
our monthly feature in the
Coalition’s newsletter,
reinforcing our commitment to
continuous improvement.

CLASSy Conversations will be
on intermission from now
through July 2026 as we take
time to update our content to
reflect the new Pre-K 2nd
Edition updates and ensure we
are providing the most current
and valuable information
possible.
Stay tuned for updates. We look
forward to reconnecting with
you soon!

Tips and Reminders:
Help the children complete their tasks, don’t complete it for them! 
Ask children to explain their thinking and encourage them to
continue.
You can say "Good Job" but be specific with it!​ For example: “Good job
Sara, you put all the puzzle pieces in the correct spot!”
Feedback that is individualized to meet children where they are
developmentally helps them reach the next level of learning and
understanding. 
Describe effort and accomplishment in detail.
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