
CLASSy Corner

The Classroom Assessment Scoring
System (CLASS) is an observation
instrument developed to assess
effective educator–child interactions in
infant, toddler, and preschool
classrooms. Quality across education
settings tends to be defined by
structural and process variables.
CLASS assesses quality teacher-child
interactions within those variables. 

The CLASSy Corner is a monthly guide
that shares some simple yet effective
strategies for enhancing classroom
quality, boosting CLASS scores, and
positively impacting child outcomes.
Each month we examine a dimension
of the CLASS tool, break down what it
measures, and provide real-world
examples of what the dimension might
look like in a high-quality setting. 

A  M O N T H L Y  D I V E  I N T O  T H E  C L A S S  D I M E N S I O N S

E L C P  P R O G R A M  A S S E S S M E N T  T E A M ’ S  

What is CLASSy
Corner?

Behavior Guidance/ Management
Toddler Behavior Guidance
 The dimension of behavior guidance
examines the teacher's ability to
promote behavioral self regulation in
children by using proactive
approaches, supporting positive
behavior, and guiding and minimizing
problem behavior. 
The indicators of Behavior Guidance
are: 

Proactive Approach
Supporting Positive Behavior
Problem Behavior 

Common behavioral markers within
these indicators include:  actively
monitoring children's behavior,
communicating clear expectations,
children demonstrating awareness of
expectations, reinforcement of positive
behavior, effective redirection,
specificity in redirection and/or
directions, positive phrasing of desired 

behavior, minimal wandering and
waiting, and a lack of disruptive or
potentially dangerous behavior.
Examples:   

A child is throwing blocks. Instead
of “Don’t throw the blocks”, the
teacher says “We build with blocks”
The teacher says, “We all need to
be in our chairs before I put the
water out for painting”
A child says he needs to go the the
potty and gets up and walks to the
bathroom. The teacher says “Thank
you for using your walking feet to
go to the bathroom.” 
Children are safe, kind, and helpful.
There are minimal , if any sustained
periods of children being defiant or
aggressive.



      

Interested in 
Learning More?

Join CLASSy Conversations 

 These live, virtual sessions led
by certified assessors will delve
into crucial dimensions of
CLASS, offering practical
strategies to elevate scores.
Engage in insightful discussions
and participate in a Q&A to
deepen your understanding.

CLASSy Conversations
compliments CLASSy Corner,
our monthly feature in the
Coalition’s newsletter,
reinforcing our commitment to
continuous improvement.

Click the link below or scan the
QR Code to join the session.
Registration is not required! 

    Join CLASSy Conversations

Pre-K Behavior Management
The dimension of behavior
management evaluates how educators
support children's growing behavioral
regulation skills by creating
developmentally informed, clear,
consistent expectations and
proactively supporting cooperative
behaviors. Children may demonstrate
challenging behaviors as they learn
these skills but educators methods for
preventing and positively redirecting
these behaviors result in the
occurrences being infrequent, mild,
and quickly addressed. 
The indicators of behavior
management are: 

Behavior Expectations 
Proactive Approach 
Redirection of Behavior 
Child Behavior 

Common behavioral markers within
these indicators include
clear/consistent developmentally
informed expectations, Behavior
expectations accompanied by
rationale, anticipating challenging
behaviors or escalation, behavior
monitoring, low reactivity, modeling
regulation, facilitating social skills,
reducing challenging behavior in a
timely and effective manner, using
positive phrasing and subtle cues to
redirect, and modification of
redirection approach.
 Examples:  

The teacher clearly states
expectations. “”remember if you’re
not going to wear dress-up shoes
you need to put your shoes back
on your feet we have to wear
shoes at school.” 

When reading a book during circle
time, the teacher scoots a little
closer to a child who they know
may exhibit problem behavior.
Teachers provide rationale for
expected behaviors. “When you
throw toy in the bin, you could
break them. Let’s pick them up and
place them in the bin like this.”

 
Tips and Reminders

 Consistently express clear
expectations for behavior at the
beginning of activities or tasks.​
 Use nonverbal cues such as
playing music indicating that it is
clean up time. ​ ​
 When expectations are
developmentally informed and in
alignment with to children's needs
and abilities, children are then able
to successfully follow through with
behavioral expectations. ​
 Provide a reason to children, so
they understand why a certain
behavior is expected. "While I'm
reading the book, I need you to sit
on your bottoms so your friends
can see."
Be one step ahead of misbehavior
by anticipating problems and
scanning the classroom​
Make sure children understand
your expectations and enforcing
these rules consistently.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81897940037#success

