CLASSy Corner

A MONTHLY DIVE INTO THE CLASS DIMENSIONS

WHAT IS CLASSY Corner?

e The Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) is an observation instrument developed to assess effective
educator-child interactions in infant, toddler, and preschool classrooms.

e Quality across education settings tends to be defined by structural and process variables. CLASS assesses quality
teacher-child interactions within those variables.

e The CLASSy Corner is a monthly guide that shares some simple yet effective strategies and real-world examples

for enhancing classroom quality, boosting CLASS scores, and positively impacting child outcomes.

FANGUAGEISURPORIFRIMODEEING

TIPS AND TRICKS

Everything you do is an opportunity to embed language- use teacher talk to put words to actions.

Model turn taking by pausing in between your communication for infants to respond with words and sounds.

Ask open-ended follow up questions to engage further language

Provide children with language when they do not respond or are nonverbal.

Have conversations with children

Repeat and Elaborate on child's expressions of language

Provide children with time to process and respond.

Create a language rich environment that helps infants learn to express themselves and communicate their own needs
Talk to children in complete sentences

WHY IS LANGUAGE SUPPORT & MODELING IMPORTANT?

e Talking to infants and giving them opportunities to respond helps them gain the foundational skills on which all later
language is built.

o Children's language expands when they are given opportunities to use language.

e When educaotrs model more complex language children develop communication skills and expand thier
understanding of the lanuage around them. 4

e By hearing various uses and forms of language, children develop new language skills, which contributes
academic and social success.

e |t's critical for children to be able to understand language and to be able to communicate their needs, wants,
thoughts, and ideas.

e The development of early language skills, such as communication and vocabulary, enhance reading development, but

language is important for children's learning in every domain.

Children with strong communication skills are better able to navigate social and academic challenges as they grow up.




INFANT EARLY LANGUAGE SUPPORT

Early Language support captures the amount of effectiveness of educators’ use of language stimulation and language facilitation
techniques to encourage infants’ early language development.

The indicators of Early Language Support are: }
e Teacher talk
o Communication Support
e Communication Extensions

The common behavioral markers within these indicators include Teacher talk which encompasses self-talk, describing the
different classroom events, verbally labeling objects, and using complete and varied sentences. Communication Support looks
like initiating sounds or words and imitating or repeating sounds. Communication Extensions provides words for infants’
communication, expand and extend on infants’ communication, and the use of model turn-taking.

EXAMPLES OF INFANT EARLY LANGUAGE SUPPORT

e Educators talking to infants, even before they can talk to us, will encourage them to learn about language. One way to increase
language use is to describe what you're doing during routine care. For instance, during diapers. “I'm getting a fresh diaper.” “I'm
using the wipe to clean your hands.”’

e To help infants learn words, the educator can label or name objects that the infant is exploring and use descriptive words to

support the infants' language development. For instance, an infant points at a picture of a dog. “Yes, dog! It's black and furry.

Those are his ears.”

TODDLER LANGUAGE MODELING

Language Modeling captures the quality and amount of the educator 's use of language stimulation and language facilitation
techniques to encourage children’s language development.

The indicators of Language Modeling are
e Supporting language use
e Repetition and extension
o Self and parallel talk
e Advanced language

Common Behavioral markers within these indicators include back and forth exchanges, open-ended questioning, contingent
responding. Teachers are repeating and extending students’ communication attempts. Educators describe their own actions
and narrate the children's actions with language use. Using a variety of words and/or descriptive vocabulary to describe objects

and the use of connections to familiar words and ideas is essential. ‘

EXAMPLES OF TODDLER LANGUAGE MODELING

e A teacher focuses on the children's attempt to communicate by repeating back what they have said and expanding upon their
language by introducing new words. For instance, when a child picks up a dropped item and says, “Shoe.” The teacher might respond
by saying, “Shoe! You found Amir's shoe!”

e Teachers should describe events in ways that children can easily understand. For instance, when a child is playing with cars, a teacher

might say, “You are driving the green truck.” “And you have a red car! You have two vehicles.”

PRE-K LANGUAGE MODELING

Educators promote and expand children’s language development and verbal and nonverbal communication skills. Educators
support children’'s development in both the languagegso of instruction and children's home language(s). Educators encourage
conversations, provide individualized language support, and use varied descriptive language, so children understand and
communicate more in the learning environment.

The indicators of Language Modeling are: 3
* Frequent conversations ¢
e Open-ended prompts
e Communication extensions
e Narration
» Advanced language

Common behavioral markers within these indicators include educators using individualized feedback, prompting children to
provide extended communications and giving them the time and support needed to respond. Children have opportunities to
engage in extended, relevant conversations throughout the learning setting. Teachers introduce children to a variety of words in
different contexts that are connected to familiar words or ideas

EXAMPLES OF PRE-K LANGUAGE MODELING

e Asking open-ended questions and prompts that elicit communication. When a child says, “It's going to rain!” The teacher may ask,
“What makes you think that?” or “Can you tell me about why you think it might rain?”

e The educator uses parallel talk to narrate the actions of the children. “You are spreading frosting on that cookie. You are spreading it on
very evenly.”

e The educator uses repetition and extension and advanced language “Tell me about the frosting on your cookie.” “| mixed blue and red.”
“You mixed the colors. You mixed them and in some place they made purple. But here on the outside they swirled So you can see they
are still red and blue but mixed up!”
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