
 
Advancement Committee 

September 8, 2026, at 1:30 p.m. 
Location: Virtual Meeting via Zoom Conference 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87245566959?pwd=XqS8jNOTPwGJER5cIUQb9yoWOcmAmx.1 
Meeting ID: 872 4556 6959    Passcode: 700387 

One tap mobile: +13052241968,,84523739752#,,,,*937757# US 
 

Mission Statement 
Revolutionize early learning to inspire children, engage families, and 

elevate educators. 
 

Proposed Agenda 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
A. Approval of September 8, 2026, Agenda 
B. Approval of August 11, 2026, Minutes 

 
II. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Ready to Read Fundraising Event 
 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT 
In accordance with the Florida Government in the Sunshine, all meetings of 
the Early Learning Coalition of Pinellas County, Inc. and its committees are 
open to the public. Those in attendance who wish to address the Coalition 
must submit a public comment card to the recorder prior to addressing the 
Coalition. 
 

IV. Adjournment 

Next meeting: Tuesday, October 13, 2026, at 1:30 p.m. 
Virtual meeting via Zoom Conference 

 
*This meeting may be recorded for the purpose of composing meeting 

minutes only.    
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Advancement Committee UNAPPROVED Minutes 
August 11, 2026, at 1:30 p.m. 

Virtual Meeting 
 

Present: Trevor Pettiford - Chair, Elizabeth Loh, Faith Bornoff, Felicia Harris, Amanda Moore-
Krummerich 

   
Coalition Staff: Lindsay Carson, Wonetha Hall, Meredith Machler 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Committee Chair, Trevor Pettiford, called the meeting to order at 1:33 p.m. A quorum was 
present. 
 
A. Chair Pettiford called for a motion to approve the August 11, 2026, Advancement 

Committee meeting Agenda. 
 
MOTION: A motion was made by Elizabeth Loh and seconded by Felicia Harris to 
approve the Advancement Committee August 11, 2026, meeting Agenda as presented. 
There was no further discussion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

B. Chair Pettiford called for a motion to approve the June 10, 2026, Advancement 
Committee meeting minutes. 
 
MOTION: A motion was made by Elizabeth Loh and seconded by Faith Bornoff to 
approve the Advancement Committee June 10, 2026, meeting minutes as presented. 
There was no further discussion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

II. DISCUSSION ITEM 

The committee reviewed progress and next steps for the Read, Play, Learn. fundraising initiative, 
emphasizing sponsorship outreach and Board engagement. 

Event Progress: Wonetha Hall reported outreach to 74 agencies, securing $2,000 in 
sponsorships—$1,000 from an individual donor and $1,000 from the Pinellas Community 
Foundation. Of this, $400 covers event expenses, and $1,600 supports 32 children through 
Ready to Read. Event webpages and payment portals are active. 

Board Engagement: Ms. Hall requested strategies to boost Board participation. Members 
discussed outreach to Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital, Tampa Bay Times, Publix, Walmart, 
and the Foundation for a Healthy St. Petersburg. She will follow up with private-sector members 
to confirm progress. 
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Sponsorship Updates: Lindsay Carson noted outreach to community contacts and former Board 
members, including a $1,000 donation from Josh Drechsel. She is recruiting new private-sector 
members and submitted a sponsorship application to BayCare. Additional outreach is planned for 
Synovus Bank, Habitat for Humanity, and local law enforcement agencies. Ms. Carson is also 
meeting with potential new board members to expand private sector engagement. 

New Opportunities: Ms. Carson is meeting with Amanda Payne of Amplify Clearwater regarding 
sponsorship and Board participation. Ms. Carson is also partnering with the Pinellas County 
Sheriff’s Office on a few initiatives and will discuss sponsorship.  

Board Sponsorship Proposal: Elizabeth Loh proposed a collective Board contribution to reach at 
least $1,000, with members giving a varying amount. The committee agreed to pursue this at the 
next board meeting. 

Additional Initiatives: The group discussed using donated goods and gift cards as door prizes for 
a future Provider Appreciation Event. 

Action Items: 

• Felicia Harris will contact Safety Harbor Spa and Habitat for Humanity. 
• Ms. Hall will follow up with Board members and resend sponsorship materials. 
• Ms. Carson and Ms. Harris will contact Amplify Clearwater. 
• Trevor Pettiford will reach out to the Tampa Bay Times and Foundation for Healthy St. 

Petersburg.  
• Elizabeth will follow up with Raymond James and Walmart.  
• All members will reach out to three–five personal or professional contacts for 

sponsorships. 

III. OPEN AGENDA 

There were no open agenda items. 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment. 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Pettiford called to adjourn the Advancement Committee meeting, and the meeting 

was adjourned at 2:06 p.m.  

Next meeting: Tuesday, September 8, 2026, at 1:30 p.m. 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom Conference 
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Location: The Library, 600 5th Street South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701 
Audience: Business leaders and community partners 
Attendees: Goal 50-60, Max Capacity 60
Date: January 28, 2026 Time: 5:30-7:30 pm
This is during Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida,  
a statewide annual event focused on promoting reading 
and literacy for children and families.

Event Description
Venue: Indoor venue seating 50 people. 
Individual Ticket Price: $25
Sponsorships: Ranging from $1,000- $20,000

Recap
Our team has established direct contact with 80 local agencies and personal contacts across
Pinellas County to drive event awareness and secure commitments.

Sponsorships Secured: $4,000
$1,000 Individual sponsorship from a former board member
$1,000 Sponsorship/Grant from the Pinellas Community Foundation
$1,000 Hill, Ward, Henderson (company)
$1,000 Individual sponsorship from a Hill, Ward, Henderson Attorney

$756 in sponsorships will support event expenses, out of a $5,000 projected cost 
64 children will be supported through our Ready to Read program

elcpinellas.org whall@elcpinellas.org(727)  400-4430

READ. PLAY. LEARN. EVENT
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MARKETING PLAN: TIMELINE

elcpinellas.org whall@elcpinellas.org(727)  400-4430

We are continuing our efforts to secure sponsors for the Read. Play. Learn. event and
encourage Board Members to help us raise critical funding by sharing the
sponsorship letters and talking points provided in May with potential sponsors and
community partners.

Your outreach can make a meaningful difference in helping us expand support for
children and families throughout Pinellas County. For more information about the
event, please visit our event page at https://go.rallyup.com/readytoreadpinellas

October - November plan:
Create and distribute invitations for individual tickets. 
Begin planning and ordering marketing materials, promotional items, and
decorations for the room.
Start Social Media Campaign for the event

Key Messaging

Core Message: Ready to Read Pinellas inspires an early love of reading,
building the foundation for success in kindergarten and beyond.

Event Theme: Read. Play. Learn. 
Tagline: Ready to Read Pinellas
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